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What will we cover tonight? 

 Community alert sirens 

 Ferny Creek experience 

 Member for Warrandyte’s perspective 

 Next steps 



What are they? 

 Sirens attached to poles 

 Strategically located across the community 

 Operational during fire danger periods 

 Sirens operate independently and have battery 

back up 

 Linked to CFA communications system 

 Only operate for ‘fire’ calls 

 Enhance SMS alerts, social media, web-based 

messaging and individual fire plans 

 



What are 

they? 

 Siren at the top 

of the pole 

 ‘Engine room’ 

and battery in 

weather-proof 

cabinet 



What was the initial thinking? 

 Was it do-able? 

 Was there initial support? 

 94% respondents were in favour  

 Those opposed were generally concerned that 

Warrandyte North should not be excluded and 

that more information was required 



How are sirens acquired? 

 Community-based project 

 Key stakeholders closely involved 

 Project funds and delivers the infrastructure 

 Infrastructure then handed over to                       

CFA 

 Sirens then become operational 

 



When are they used? 

 20 second burst 

Monthly testing 

 90 second signal  

Pre-emptive activation advising local           

brigade has turned out to a ‘fire’          

emergency 

 5 minutes 

Continuous signal warning imminent threat 

 Seek further information 



Why should we have them? 

 Warrandyte carries an extreme fire risk 

 State Government, Manningham City Council, 

academics and Emergency Management Victoria 

acknowledge risk 

 Victorian Government endorses a range of 

measures to alert communities 

 National Review of Warnings and Information 

advise that agencies should investigate how to use 

multiple warnings 



Why should we have them? 

 Sirens provide a standardised, fail-proof, audible 

‘call to action’ 

 Upon hearing the siren, the community is alerted 

to possible danger 

 Seek further information 

 Sirens help save lives 



Who would benefit? 

 Residents, including those that are high risk 

 Businesses, shop keepers and customers 

 Employees and trades people 

 Schools and kindergartens 

 Restaurants, cafés and patrons 

 Sports clubs 

 Visitors and tourists 

 Churches and other community groups 

 Passers-by’s, particularly those crossing the bridge 

or approaching Warrandyte from the south 



What are we aiming for? 

 Community alert sirens implemented across 

Warrandyte, Warrandyte South, Warrandyte North 

and Wonga Park 

 Sirens operating in accordance with Emergency 

Management Victoria and CFA policy 

 



What happened in Ferny Creek? 

 Welcome 

Elaine McCunn 

 



What happened in Ferny Creek? 



What happened in Ferny Creek? 



What happened in Ferny Creek? 



What now? 

 Agree to concept in principle 



What about our MP? 

 Welcome 

Ryan Smith MP 

Member for Warrandyte 

 



What needs to happen? 

 Proactive councils and CFA 

 Funding for the implementation and ongoing 

maintenance of the sirens 

 Community and visitor information programs 

 Committed and engaged communities 



How can I found out more? 

Sirens 

 Dropbox 

 Facebook – Alert Warrandyte 

 Email – alertwarrandyte@gmail.com 

Community Fireguard 

 CFA Website 


