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Welcome to this first edition of RiverSide News.
It’s been some years in the making but Warrandyte’s second community retirement housing village –
“RiverSide” - is now well underway.
The proposed five-villa development is led by the Warrandyte Community Retirement Housing
Cooperative, and designed by prominent locals, architect Adie Courtney and landscape designer Bev
Hanson. The design draws on the Co-operative’s successful experience with the CreekSide
retirement village in Harris Gully Road.
CreekSide was opened in 2011 receiving widespread acclaim and awards for its concept and
construction.
Andrew Yen, the project’s managing director, says “When locals move to retirement housing even in
nearby suburbs they often do so with regret, and Warrandyte loses something of our community soul.
But with our large and often steep blocks there are few alternatives available. We see an urgent need
for quality retirement housing here, sensitive to the culture and environment we value so much. The
Warrandyte community will be justly proud of the RiverSide village when it is completed in early 2018.”

RiverSide
The new retirement village is to be called RiverSide, the historical name for the river flats subdivision
within which the village will be built.
This is a community not-for-profit project, spearheaded by the WCRHC - a volunteer board that aims
to provide better opportunities for senior Warrandyte residents to live and remain within the community
in housing specifically designed for their needs.
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Location, Location, Location
We can confirm that the purchase of land on West End Rd and First Street has been finalised, detailed
heritage and hydraulics assessments have been completed and plans to build a five-villa retirement
village on the site have been lodged with Manningham City Council.
The property is just a short stroll to the River and Warrandyte’s sports precinct, and within easy
walking distance of the West End shopping precinct, the IGA, chemist, doctor, optometrist and post
office. Buses, restaurants and cafes are a stone’s throw away.

Current Development Status
The plans for Riverside have paid particular attention to the needs of elderly residents and each villa
will offer:
•
•
•
•

2 bedrooms
Modern kitchen
Open plan living
Large single garage

Safe and easy access is provided wherever possible by paths and ramps, and garden space is
designed to be easily maintainable. At the same time RiverSide has been designed to fit in with the
Warrandyte character in both style and materials even down to the use of “Warrandyte Stonework”.
We have consulted with neighbours and experts in drainage, arboriculture, bushfire safety, flood and
aboriginal heritage to ensure the village is both attractive and functional.
Manningham City Council is currently reviewing the plans for the issue of a planning permit.
A copy of the current site plan is attached; updates including individual villa floor plans, will be
available on the Warrandyte Community Association website - http://warrandyte.org.au/ .
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Expression of Interest/Resident Information
We are thrilled by the level of interest already expressed by Warrandytians in this project, and
encourage anyone who sees themselves as a fit with our eligibility criteria (see below) to register their
formal interest by contacting Andrew Yen – 0403 924 899.
The Co-op Board has ultimate discretion on choice of applicants. However, we want the process to be
fair and equitable to all budding applicants, and consistent with our role as developers of community
housing. With this in mind, we have agreed on the following key elements of our selection process:-

1. Eligibility Criteria
Applicants will be:1. At least 65 years old (or in the case of a couple have an aggregate age of at least 125 years,
where the individual minimum age is 55)
2. A current or former resident of Warrandyte (as generally defined by postcode 3113) OR have
close family or friends networks within the Warrandyte community
In addition, a history of involvement in the Warrandyte community will be an important consideration
and during the application process we will be inviting applicants to share this information with us.
Applicants should note that the Co-op Board may choose to have further discussions with applicants
to assist with its final decision-making.

2. Price Structure
We will nominate a fixed price for each villa, based on formal valuation and final estimates of the costs
to develop the village. A fixed price will provide all applicants with the basis for planning their own
financial arrangements. For the purpose of discussions with interested applicants, the price range
$650k-$725k is currently considered realistic but not guaranteed.
Applicants will be asked to nominate their preferences for Villas 1-5, and to confirm their offer against
the various fixed prices.

Key Dates
•
•
•
•
•

Feb 2017 – land purchase finalised and planning application lodged
May 2017 – planning permit issued
June 2017 – application process and board review
July/August – construction start
March 2018 – Riverside opening and residents move in

Further Information
Enquiries about RiverSide are most welcome:•
•
•
•

Contact RiverSide Project Manager Andrew Yen, 0402934899
Write to WCRHC, PO Box 352, Warrandyte.
Talk to us at the Warrandyte Community Association stand at the Warrandyte Festival 25 & 26
March
Visit the Warrandyte Community Association website - http://warrandyte.org.au/
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