
Clean up all rubbish around the house, keep grass mown and whipper 
snipped, including nature strip. Move woodpile well away from house 
(minimum 10 metres).

Remove all branches overhanging the house (utilise Council’s green 
waste service or vouchers).

Clean out all gutters, including sheds/garage. Check wire mesh minimum 
of 1.5mm aperture over vents around the house.

Check all smoke alarms, and replace batteries if necessary.

Place mops and metal buckets in an accessible location with the 
Emergency Kit.

Ensure all house entrance points are clear of all combustible items/
materials for at least 10 metres.

Check hoses can reach around whole house, can be moved inside and 
connected to the washing machine taps.

Test pumps and hoses for correct usage.

Discuss and agree on our plan as a household.

+LJPKL� ^OLYL� ^L� HYL� NVPUN� [V� VI[HPU� V\Y� I\ZOÄYL� PUMVYTH[PVU� MYVT�
K\YPUN�[OL�I\ZOÄYL�ZLHZVU�HUK�KV^USVHK�HZZVJPH[LK�HWWZ�VY�IVVRTHYR�
relevant webpages. Eg. CFA Fire Ready, emergency.vic.gov.au , preset 
774AM on radio. Don’t rely on one source of information and consider 
power failures. Battery operated or wind up radios can be a great option 
in addition to new technology.

Identify our trigger to leave eg. Total Fire Ban, SEVERE or greater Fire 
Danger Rating.

Make arrangements to go to a non-high risk area when we relocate. 
Eg. Family or friends.
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B e f o re  t h e  b u s h f i re  s e a s o n

Pack relocation kit in a container or bag for quick transportation 
- photographs, medications/ prescriptions, important documents 
(insurance details), passports, cameras, jewellery, backup discs, etc. 
(see Relocation Kit section). Keep relocation kit in an accessible spot.

2LLW�TVIPSL�WOVULZ�JOHYNLK�[OYV\NOV\[�[OL�I\ZOÄYL�ZLHZVU�HUK�JHYY`�
at all times.

0KLU[PM`�L_P[�YV\[LZ�HUK�IHJR�\W�L_P[�YV\[LZ��HZ�H�ÄYL�JV\SK�JVTL�MYVT�
any direction and we need a plan to be prepared for all situations to 
H]VPK�KYP]PUN�KPYLJ[S`�PU[V�[OL�ÄYL�

7YHJ[PJL�^OH[�^L�^PSS� KV� ZOV\SK� SLH]PUN� LHYS`� IL� PTWVZZPISL� VY� PM� ÄYL�
threatens the house

Identify where to shelter in the house if unable to leave and discuss with 
the entire family.

Source enough woollen blankets for every household member to use 
for protection should the need arise. Consider obtaining blankets for 
visitors.

Pack an emergency kit (see emergency kit).

Inform the children that we will expect them to stay at school should a 
ÄYL�Z[HY[�K\YPUN�ZJOVVS�OV\YZ��HZ�ZJOVVSZ�OH]L�ÄYL�WYV[VJVSZ�PU�WSHJL�MVY�
emergencies.

Advise the children’s schools of our plans to leave early on  <our trigger> 
VY�NYLH[LY��ÄYL�YPZR�KH �̀

Advise neighbours, close friends and relatives of our plan and where we 
will go when we leave.

+PZJ\ZZ� V\Y� ÄYL� WSHU� ^P[O� KPYLJ[� ULPNOIV\YZ�� HUK� L_JOHUNL� JVU[HJ[�
information to ensure we are all able to keep in touch in an emergency.

Practise our plan with all the family. Make sure everyone knows their role 
HUK�OV^�ZJHY`�H�I\ZOÄYL�JHU�IL�
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Decide whether to leave the night before or early in the morning on our trigger days.

Regularly and continuously monitor the CFA Fire Ready app, emergency.vic.gov.au and 774KHz (ABC 
Radio).

Advise neighbours, close friends and relatives of the plan to leave early and where we will go.

4V]L�HU`�V\[KVVY�M\YUP[\YL��ÅHTTHISL�P[LTZ��KVVYTH[Z�HUK�P[LTZ�^OPJO�TH`�IL�KHUNLYV\Z�PU�OPNO�
winds into the garage, including BBQ gas bottle.

)SVJR�HSS�KV^UWPWLZ�^P[O�N\[[LY�WS\NZ��[LUUPZ�IHSSZ�VY�YHNZ�HUK�ÄSS�N\[[LYZ�^P[O�^H[LY�

;\YU�VɈ�[OL�.HZ�Z\WWS`�H[�[OL�THPU�

Divert the home phone to a mobile and carry that mobile at all times.

Take the car/s, all family members and our Relocation Kit and head for our designated relocation 
place. Remain there until the danger has passed.

7YLWHYL�MVY�H�WYVIHISL�KLSH`�K\L�[V�[YHɉJ�JVUNLZ[PVU�ZV�HZ�[V�H]VPK�H�WHUPJ�

If a school day, notify the teachers our children will not be attending until further notice (see Emergency 
Contact Numbers).
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Check the CFA Fire Ready app, emergency.vic.gov.au and 774KHz (ABC Radio).

Advise family, friends and/or neighbours that we are on site and have been unable to leave.

Divert the home phone to a mobile and carry that mobile at all times.

6WLU�,TLYNLUJ`�2P[��HUK�L]LY`VUL�W\[�VU�[OLPY�ÄYL�WYV[LJ[PVU�JSV[OPUN�HUK�NLHY���PUJS\KPUN�THZRZ��
/HUK�V\[�[VYJOLZ�HUK�ÄSS�HUK�WSHJL�TL[HS�I\JRL[Z�H[�MYVU[�HUK�IHJR�KVVYZ��^P[O�TVWZ�HUK�^OLLSPL�
IPUZ�ÄSSLK�^P[O�^H[LY�

)SVJR�HSS�KV^UWPWLZ�^P[O�N\[[LY�WS\NZ��[LUUPZ�IHSSZ�VY�YHNZ�HUK�ÄSS�N\[[LYZ�^P[O�^H[LY�

;\YU�VɈ�[OL�.HZ�Z\WWS`�H[�[OL�THPU�

Direct gas bottle vents away from the house.

Move cars into the garage and close the door.

4V]L�HU`�V\[KVVY�M\YUP[\YL��ÅHTTHISL�P[LTZ��KVVYTH[Z�H^H`�MYVT�OV\ZL�

Place a ladder, torch and Supersoaker (powerful water pistol) under the  manhole to monitor roof 
space.

Close all windows and doors (do not lock) and draw curtains.

;\YU�VɈ�[OL�HPY�JVUKP[PVULY�L]HWVYH[P]L�JVVSPUN�

Fill all baths and basins/sinks (upstairs and downstairs), and soak some towels, the towels to be used 
to seal under doors. Dry woollen blankets can cover the family in the event of the need to directly face 
[OL�ÄYL�

Continually monitor externally for ember attack.

Monitor 774KHz AM (ABC Radio) and cfa.vic.gov.au on computer (assuming power is still available).
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Wet down all front and back decks and keep them wet.

+YLUJO�ÄYL�MHJPUN�^HSSZ��HUK�JVU[PU\HSS`�TVUP[VY�MVY�ZWV[�ÄYLZ�

)SVJR�\UKLY�L_[LYPVY�KVVY^H`Z�^P[O�^L[�[V^LSZ�ISHURL[Z�

*VU[PU\HSS`�WH[YVS�OV\ZL�JLPSPUN�[V�WYL]LU[�HUK�W\[�V\[�HU`�PU[LYUHS�ÄYLZ�

*OLJR�YVVM�ZWHJL�YLN\SHYS �̀

>OLU�ÄYL�PU[LUZP[`�ILJVTLZ�[VV�NYLH[���YL[YLH[�PUZPKL��TV]L�OVZLZ�PU[V�[OL�OV\ZL�HUK�JVUULJ[�[OLT�
[V�[OL�^HZOPUN�THJOPUL�[HWZ�

+YH^�J\Y[HPUZ��I\[�THPU[HPU�H�]PL^�VM�[OL�JVUKP[PVUZ�V\[ZPKL�

+V�UV[� YL[YLH[� [V�H�IH[OYVVT��� [OL`�HYL�NLULYHSS`�HU�\UZHML� YVVT�HZ� [OL`�VUS`�OH]L�VUL�L_P[�HUK�
^PUKV^Z�HYL�MYVZ[LK�MVY�WYP]HJ`���^OPJO�KVLZ�UV[�HSSV^�\Z�[V�ZLL�V\[ZPKL�

2LLW�KYPURPUN�WSLU[`�VM�^H[LY��L]LU�PM�UV[�MLLSPUN�[OPYZ[ �̀

0M�[OL�OV\ZL�JH[JOLZ�ÄYL��TV]L�H^H`�MYVT�[OL�ZV\YJL�HUK�ZO\[�KVVYZ�ILOPUK�\Z�[V�PZVSH[L�HUK�ZSV^�
KV^U� [OL�I\YUPUN�WHY[Z�VM� [OL�OV\ZL��;OL� SHZ[� YVVT�[V� YL[YLH[� [V�T\Z[�IL� [OL�VUL�^P[O� [^V�L_P[Z��
[OL�KLZPNUH[LK� YVVT� �/VWLM\SS`� [OL�ÄYL� MYVU[�^PSS� OH]L�WHZZLK�I`� [OL� [PTL�^L�HYL� MVYJLK� PU[V� [OL�
KLZPNUH[LK�YVVT��

0M�[OL�KLZPNUH[LK�YVVT�PZ�UV�SVUNLY�ZHML��HUK�PM�P[�PZ�ZHML�[V�KV�ZV��TV]L�V\[ZPKL�[V�[OL�ZPKL�VM�[OL�OV\ZL�
[OH[�̂ PSS�VɈLY�[OL�TVZ[�WYV[LJ[PVU�MYVT�YHKPHU[�OLH[�HUK�JV]LY�\W�̂ P[O�KY`�̂ VVSSLU�ISHURL[Z�HUK�ZOLS[LY�
[OLYL�\U[PS�[OL�ÄYL�WHZZLZ�
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7YV\KS`�Z\WWVY[LK�I`

F i re  t h re a t e n i n g  h o u s e

;OL�PUMVYTH[PVU�WYV]PKLK�VU�[OPZ�WSHU�PZ�UV[�JYLH[LK�MVY�[OL�W\YWVZLZ�VM�NP]PUN�HK]PJL�HUK�[OL�>HYYHUK`[L�*VTT\UP[`�(ZZVJPH[PVU�0UJ��THRLZ�UV�JSHPT�HZ�[V�[OL�
HJJ\YHJ`�VM�[OL�JVU[LU[�WYV]PKLK���;OL�>*(�HJJLW[Z�UV�SPHIPSP[`�[V�HU`�WLYZVU�MVY�[OL�PUMVYTH[PVU�WYV]PKLK�VU�[OPZ�WHNL�



.V�HYV\UK�[OL�OV\ZL�JOLJRPUN�MVY�LTILYZ�HUK�ZWV[�ÄYLZ��HUK�KV\ZPUN�[OLZL�^P[O�[OL�OVZL��JV[[VU�
mops and metal buckets etc.

2LLW�KYPURPUN�WSLU[`�VM�^H[LY��L]LU�PM�UV[�MLLSPUN�[OPYZ[ �̀

>OLU�HSS�PZ�62��HK]PZL�YLSH[P]LZ�VY�MYPLUKZ�

*OLJR�Z[H[\Z�VM�ULPNOIV\YZ�HUK�Z[YLL[��PUJS\KPUN�WV^LY�SPULZ��L[J�HUK�YLWVY[�HU`�WYVISLTZ�]PH�TVIPSL�
WOVUL��PM�H]HPSHISL��[V�[OL�*-(�VY�7VSPJL�

*VU[PU\L�[V�TVUP[VY�MVY�ZWV[�ÄYLZ�

LIVING WITH CHILDREN

YES

7YV\KS`�Z\WWVY[LK�I`

F i re  f ro n t  p a s s e d

;OL�PUMVYTH[PVU�WYV]PKLK�VU�[OPZ�WSHU�PZ�UV[�JYLH[LK�MVY�[OL�W\YWVZLZ�VM�NP]PUN�HK]PJL�HUK�[OL�>HYYHUK`[L�*VTT\UP[`�(ZZVJPH[PVU�0UJ��THRLZ�UV�JSHPT�HZ�[V�[OL�
HJJ\YHJ`�VM�[OL�JVU[LU[�WYV]PKLK���;OL�>*(�HJJLW[Z�UV�SPHIPSP[`�[V�HU`�WLYZVU�MVY�[OL�PUMVYTH[PVU�WYV]PKLK�VU�[OPZ�WHNL�
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LIVING WITH CHILDREN

-PYL��7VSPJL��(TI\SHUJL!�������=PJ[VYPHU�)\ZOÄYL�0UMVYTH[PVU�3PUL!�������������
 

>HYYHUK`[L�7VSPJL!� ��������
4HUUPUNOHT�*V\UJPS!� ���� ��������5PSS\TIPR�*V\UJPS!� ��������
Insurance Company

Doctor

School

Family

5LPNOIV\YZ

Friends
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Large container with lid or bag to hold relocation items

Mobile phone chargers

Photographs

Back up discs and/or backup drive

Medications and prescriptions

Important documents (insurance, passports, proof of identity, banking info, credit cards, etc)

Jewellery

Address book, diary, important contact information (Doctors, council, power companies, etc)

Clothes for three days

Toiletries

Water

First Aid Kit

Money

Items of special value

Immediate supplies (food, formula, snacks, water bottles etc)

Radio and batteries

YES
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NOTE: The following items are only in case leaving early is impossible.

Woollen Blankets

Hard hats

Leather gloves

P2 Smoke masks

Protective clothing (long-sleeved cotton shirts, hats, jeans, boots) for all family members

Plenty of water

Enough food for 3 days

Battery operated radio

Torches and spare batteries

Supersoaker (powerful water pistol)

First Aid Kit

Cotton mops and metal buckets placed strategically around the house

Mobile phone chargers

Cannot rely on mains water. Have a backup tank of at least 10,000 litres in case the mains water goes 
down.

If using a pump, do not rely on mains power.

YES
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