PLAIN LANGUAGE STATEMENT:
Perceptions of fire readiness

Ms. Loren Clarke, Mrs. Katie Reed (supervisor)

VCE Extended Investigation Teachers
Email: clr@elthamhs.vic.edu.au
ree@elthamhs.vic.edu.au

Phone: 9430 5111

Miss Molly Lavery (extended investigation student)
Eltham High School Student
Email: lav0003@elthamhs.vic.edu.au

Phone: 0448 898 146

Project:
“Did_the Black Saturday bushfires effect perceptions of fire readiness of homeowners/ renters in North
Warrandyte?”

Survey link: hitp: / /tinyurl.com/oka3423

Introduction:

As a resident of North Warrandyte you are invited to take part in a research project on fire readiness in the
area. This project investigates if the Black Saturday bushfires effected perceptions of fire readiness of
homeowners/ renters in North Warrandyte. The project is being conducted as part of my assessment for VCE
£xtended tnvestigation, a VCE subject | undertake as a student at Eltham High School. This project has been
approved by the Eltham High School Research Ethics Committee and the Victorian Curriculum Assessment
Authority (VCAA).

What will | be asked to do?

Should you agree to participate, you would be asked to complete one online survey, taking approximately 5
minutes, regarding perceptions of fire readiness. You would also be invited to participate in a focus group with
the principal researcher and a small group of participants, which would be audio-taped with your consent.
This interview would focus on perceptions of fire readiness, fire safety plans, and CFA provided information.

The interview would be held at the North Warrandyte CFA in early-mid June. it is estimated that the focus
group will require a time commitment of approximately 30 minutes to 1 hour.

How will my confidentiality be protected?

We endeavor to protect your anonymity and the confidentiality to the fullest extent possible within the limits
of the law. However, due to the relatively small size of the participants in the focus group it is possible that
other participants will be able to identify you. In relation to the survey all responses are anonymous. In
compliance with Eltham High School ethics procedures, your name and any contact details provided will be
kept in a separate, password-protected computer file from any data that you supply. This will only be able to
be linked to your responses by the researchers, for example, in order to provide you with the final report.

Once this project has been completed the report will be published as an Extended Investigation VCE thesis,
This thesis will be read by VCAA assessors for assessment purposes. The final report will not include your name
or any other identifying information. All participants included in the final report will be referred to by a
pseudonym. The data will be kept securely at VCAA for five years from the date of publication, before being
securely destroyed.



How will I receive feedback?

Once the thesis arising from this research has been completed, a brief summary of the findings will be
available to you by application from primary researcher or researching supervisors at Eltham High Schoot {as
seen above). However, at alt times your identity will be protected and the researchers will refer to you by a
pseudonym in all reports,

What risks are involved?

It is not foreseen that there are any specific risks to participants in this study. Participants do not have to
answer any questions they do not want to and may withdraw consent to participate and any unprocessed data
at any time.

Wil participating or not participating in this project have any other consequences?
Youyr participation in this study is completely voiuntary. Should you wish to withdraw at any stage, or to
withdraw any unprocessed data you have supplied, you are free to do so without prejudice.

Where can | get further information?

Should you require any further information, or have any concerns, please do not hesitate to contact the
researcher on the number provided above. Should you have any concerns about the conduct of the project,
you are welcome to contact one of the two listed supervisors.

How do | agree to participate?

If you agree o participate, please indicate that you have read and understood this information by participating
in the online survey. By following the link to the survey you have given consent to take part in this project. To
access online survey please go to the web address at the top of the page.

Thank you for your consideration of this research project.

Molly Lavery

Principal Researcher

Ph: 0448 899 146

Email: lav0003 @elthamhs.vic.edu.au




