
 

                           
November 24, 2012 

Planning Zone “Reform” Update 

The WCA received over three hundred comments and submissions from concerned 
residents opposing subdivisions in Warrandyte township & North Warrandyte and new types 
of development in the Green Wedge that these planning changes enable.  Both 
Manningham and Nillumbik councils also lodged submissions strongly opposing the 
proposed changes to Warrandyte and the Green Wedge.  

Warrandyte overwhelmingly said, “No to the Rezone” 

Thanks to some of you, and thousands of Victorians like you, the Planning Minister is 
slowing down his "reform" process.  The changes which were to be legislated last month 
are now being referred to a four person Ministerial Advisory Committee (MAC) for further 
consideration.  However, the battle is far from over.    

Meeting with the Planning Minister 

Warrandyte’s local member, Minister Ryan Smith, arranged a meeting with Planning Minister 
Matthew Guy which was very much appreciated.  The WCA had the opportunity to represent 
the key concerns of the Warrandyte community (PTO) and to elaborate on our submission 
which is available on the WCA website (http://warrandyte.org.au/). 

While the Planning Minister indicated that some of our concerns and suggestions had merit, 
it’s not clear at all whether they will be adopted by the State Government.  The WCA has 
been granted a meeting with the Ministerial Advisory Committee later this month to try to 
further advance the key issues for Warrandyte. 

 Lack of Transparency 

The Department of Planning and Community Development (DPCD) refuses to say how 
many submissions have been received; they only state “over 2000” submissions have been 
received.  Likewise, DPCD is refusing to state whether submissions will be made publicly 
available---even though every person making a submission had to consent to their 
submission being made public.  One suspects the Government was surprised by the number 
of objections received and has no desire to make all these criticisms public. 

   

Where is the “open and transparent” Government Ted Baillieu promised? 



 

What You Can Do 

The Green Wedge Coalition, of which the WCA is a member, has organised a Melbourne 
wide rally on the steps of Parliament House to demonstrate the community’s concerns with 
these changes.  The details are: 

Rally to Stop the Planning Disaster 

PLACE:   Parliament House steps, Spring Street 
DATE:    This Thursday 29 November 
TIME:     1pm 

We ask you to join the Green Wedge Coalition and the WCA to defend Melbourne and its 
Green Wedges –-- for you, and for your children and grandchildren.  Bring signs and 
placards; some suggestions might be: 

“No to the Rezone”, “Don’t Destroy our Green Wedges”, “Listen to the Bushfire Royal 
Commission” or better yet, come up with your own! 
 
Consider making a day of it; have lunch in the city, do a bit of early Xmas shopping, but 
please come on the 29th if you can. 

Planning Minister Guy’s proposals are “a ‘hit job’ on Green Wedges”, according to well 
respected RMIT University Planning Professor Michael Buxton.  Turn out and take a stand 
for Warrandyte and our Green Wedges. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Summary of the Key Planning Zone Issues for Warrandyte 

The Planning Zone “Reforms” propose to: 

• Dramatically increase the size and types of developments in the      
Green Wedge 

• Enable all 1 acre blocks with town sewerage to be subdivided to ½ an 
acre (North Warrandyte & Warrandyte west of Tindals Road) 

• Allow two dwellings on every residential block in Warrandyte township 
overriding current Council planning rules prohibiting dual occupancy 

These changes will dramatically change the environmental character and 
amenity of Warrandyte and the Green Wedge.  

In addition, these changes fly in the face of the Bushfire Royal Commission who 
recommended: 

“substantially restricting new developments and subdivisions in those 
areas of highest risk...” (i.e. Warrandyte),   

Jonathan Upson 
VP, WCA 


